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SUBJECT: GAO REQUEST TO SOVIET EMBASSY FOR INFORMATION ON 
LIQUID METAL FAST BREEDER REACTOR PROGRAMS AND TO US 
EMBASSY MOSCOW FOR ASSISTANCE 

REF: A) MOSCOW 12582; B) STATE 166868 

1. GAO, AT BEHEST OF JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS, 

IS MAKING STUDY OF STATUS OF FOREIGN LIQUID METAL FAST 
BREEDER REACTOR (LMFBR) PROGRAMS AND FEASIBILITY OF COOPERA- 
TIVE DEVELOPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY SHARING AND PURCHASING. GAO 
DIRECTED LETTERS HERE ON AUGUST 4 TO EMBASSIES OF MAJOR 
COUNTRIES (FRG, FRANCE, JAPAN, UNITED KINGDOM, AND USSR) 
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INFORMATION ON THEIR NUCLEAR AND LMFBR PROGRAMS AND FOR 
REACTION TO A VISIT TO THEIR COUNTRIES BY GAO STAFF IN 
CONNECTION WITH STUDY AT LATER DATE (IN SOVIET CASE, OCTO- 
BER WAS MENTIONED). 

2. ARMITAGE AND EDGAR MET WITH VASEV AND LOZENKO AT LAT- 
TER'S REQUEST ON AUGUST 28 TO DISCUSS THIS GAO INFORMATION 
QUERY. VASEV STATED THIS WAS FIRST TIME GAO HAD APPROACHED 
SOVIET EMBASSY AND IT WANTED TO CONSULT DEPARTMENT BEFORE 
DECIDING WHETHER AND HOW TO REPLY. 

3. DEPARTMENT HAS DETERMINED THAT DIRECT APPROACHES TO 
EMBASSIES BY GAO ON SUCH MATTERS ARE NOT APPROPRIATE AND 
THAT GAO SHOULD CHANNEL ALL REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON 
LMFBR THROUGH DEPARTMENT. DEPARTMENT HAS ADVISED SOVIET 
EMBASSY THAT GAO REQUEST INVOLVED SERIOUS INQUIRY AND THAT 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES WOULD PRESUMABLY WISH TO TREAT IT 
APPROPRIATELY. WE SUGGESTED THAT, IF SOVIETS DO WISH TO 
RESPOND EITHER TO THE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION OR TO GAO 
PROPOSAL THAT GAO STAFF MEMBERS VISIT THE USSR. IT WOULD 

BE APPROPRIATE TO DIRECT RESPONSE TO GAO THROUGH EUR/SOV. 

4. DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO ASKED GAO NOT TO CONTACT US EMBAS- 
SIES DIRECTLY (REF A) ON MATTER OF THEIR RENDERING ASSIST- 
ANCE TO GAO TEAMS INVESTIGATING LMFBR ON THE SPOT, BUT 
RATHER TO CHANNEL SUCH REQUESTS THROUGH DEPARTMENT. UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS SOVIETS HAVE DECIDED WHETHER TO COMPLY WITH 
GAO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION OR WHETHER TO RECEIVE GAO TEAM 
IN USSR. DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT EMBASSY TAKE NO ACTION 
ON THIS MATTER. KISSINGER 
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